
Dear families,

With the increased press coverage of Covid instances in schools across the country I’d like to
share with you some points on this from our perspective. Firstly, huge thanks to all the families
supporting us in our efforts to minimise the spread of Covid-19 in our community. Everytime your
family completes a Lateral Flow Test and identifies the need to self-isolate, even if there are no
symptoms, you are helping everyone in the community. Secondly, we do have some cases of
Covid in our community and they are a mixture of symptomatic and asymptomatic within our
student and staff populations. Whilst I cannot share details of these with families I can confirm that
not every instance of absence is related to Covid, as we have returned to ‘normal’ there are
several ‘bugs’ that are doing the rounds. As a result of staff illness we have had an increased
amount of cover teaching. Thanks to high levels of staffing in school, our teachers’ commitment to
our students in volunteering to do cover themselves and our Cover Manager, Mrs Ferguson we
have been able to keep external supply teachers to a minimum. We appreciate this is not ideal. To
minimise disruption our heads of department monitor and provide cover work to ensure it’s in line
with what students would normally cover and monitor the quality of cover lessons. Thank you for
your patience whilst our community rebuilds its seasonal immunity.

If your child has to self-isolate due to Covid but they are not unwell they should continue to work
from home. If you have difficulty providing access to a laptop or Chromebook please get in touch
with us via office@thehewettacademy.org - thanks to the ongoing support of the Friends of Hewett
there is no need for any student to fall behind. All homework and remote learning is accessed or
signposted via Google Classroom. If your child has difficulty accessing their Google account please
get in touch at the above address to arrange some support.

We continue with our in school measures to minimise the spread of Covid-19, these include: lots of
open windows in classrooms and around school to increase ventilation; students are encouraged
to use hand sanitiser as they enter classrooms and wash their hands more frequently; we have
increased the amount of cleaning around school and staff ensure tables are wiped down between
lessons; Hewett Lunch has students sat in year groups and different year groups are seated back
to back; and staff and students are welcome to wear masks, particularly in corridors, if they wish.
All of these measures are in line with Department for Education guidelines. If you’d like to know
more about this please follow this link.

mailto:office@thehewettacademy.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance#mixing-and-bubbles


In terms of attendance generally speaking, the restrictions and lockdowns of the last 18 months
have had a major impact on the amount of face-to-face teaching students have experienced. It has
never been more important to ensure students attend school. If you are concerned that your child
is unwell but they have tested negative for Covid using one of the tests we routinely send home,
please send your child to school anyway. If you have provided permission to issue paracetamol we
will do this for students with a headache or generalised pain e.g. period pains. We have a wealth of
experience in identifying when a child is unwell but can remain in school ready for a rest when they

get home at the end of the day. We are keen to work with our families to support all of our students
to attend school as much as possible, if you have any concerns about your child’s ability to cope
with being in school with an illness or mental health difficulties please get in touch via the email
above on via telephone on 01603 531564.

We have a number of events happening this week.

● Monday 11th October is the day for our year 7 and year 11 school photos.
● Tuesday 12th October we have our ‘Big Day Out’ which sees our year 7s visiting the

National Gallery in London. Our year 8s are visiting Sheringham for a geography field trip
and Walsingham to see aspects of the history and religion and philosophy curriculum on
location in Norfolk. Our year 9s are having a health and wellbeing day focussed on our
lovely Clock Tower Green whilst years 10 and 11 will have some intensive support for
English, maths and science. Plans for years 10 and 11 to have out of school experiences
will follow later in the year.

● Friday 15th October our Governors have their first in school meeting this year, meetings
during the period of restrictions have taken place online. We are looking forward to showing
them first hand all the developments that have taken place since they were last able to visit.

Over the last week our year 11 students visited the Norfolk Careers Fayre to help them understand
the different employment options available to them in the near and distant future. Norfolk has
particular growth in the areas of hospitality and engineering and these sectors were well
represented at this event. This week there are a number of sixth form open evenings across
Norwich. Please do encourage our year 11s to visit these events even if they’re unsure about their
next steps, they have nothing to lose by exploring these local options - it’s important they see these
providers first hand so they can make an informed decision about their future plans.

On the theme of our year 11 students, they’ve started the year with admirable levels of
determination and despite the disruption to their education they conduct themselves with maturity -
they are excellent role models for our younger students, as are our year 10 students. This has
been evident in how many applications we received from our years 7, 8 and 9 students to be
involved in school council, anti-bullying and charity work. Our student leaders met to discuss the
applications and on Wednesday this week we appointed the successful students to their roles.
Friday saw the first School Council meeting of the year with their first clear objectives: 1) gather
and provide feedback to the student leaders and Ms Austin about what students think of their
school and what they want to see improve; and 2) gather ideas for Halloween!

Black History Month continues. Our student Diversity Awareness Group demonstrated excellent
presentation skills when they addressed teachers during their after school professional
development on Monday. They shared their views on representation of black and minority groups
in our curriculum and asked teachers to explore this theme in their meetings that followed. Our
student leaders have also been working with our Kitchen Manager, Jackie, to plan some themed
lunch events before the end of this half term. We want to provide all students with the opportunity
to experience food from the cultures represented in our local community.



Finally, today is World Mental Health Awareness Day. During the periods of lockdown we worked
closely with families to understand the pressures they were under as a result of the pandemic. In
response to this we have increased the amount of lunch time our students have for social
interaction with their friends and to engage in other activities besides lessons, engaged with
external providers to give bespoke solutions to groups and individuals and employed a counsellor
to work with students in school. Our Hewett Lunch has the option for those with mental health
difficulties to be included but in a smaller space. As part of this we have also been able to identify
those students who don’t have a full understanding of the issues associated with mental health and
provide appropriate education about it, for instance using mental health as a reason to avoid taking
part in community activities when this can be the perfect solution to many concerns, or seeking the
same solutions to generalised anxiety as may be needed for panic attacks. We are working with
our families to provide focussed and appropriate support for all levels of mental health concerns. If
you have concerns around mental health within your family and you have not previously been in
touch with us about this please use this year’s Mental Health Awareness Campaign to reach out
for support.

As ever, thank you for your ongoing support and stay safe.

Best wishes,

L Austin
Head of School


